Chancel Repair Regulations


REGULATIONS RELATING TO CHANCEL REPAIR

FUNDS REGARDING STOCK ISSUED TO THE

REPRESENTATIVE BODY UNDER SECTION 31 OF THE

TITHE ACT, 1936

In pursuance of paragraph 2 of Part III of the Seventh Schedule to the Tithe Act, 1936, the Governing Body hereby directs that stock issued to the Representative Body by virtue of the provisions of section 31 of the aforesaid Act shall be held and disposed of in accordance with the following regulations, namely:

1.

Stock received by the Representative Body by way of compensation for chancel repair liability under section 31 and Schedule VII of the Tithe Act, 1936, shall, subject to the following rules, be administered for the purpose of maintaining the chancel in respect of which the stock was issued.

2.

For each such chancel a separate account shall be kept in the books of the Representative Body to be called the Chancel Repair Fund of the Parish of...
3.

The first item of expenditure to be charged against the account shall be the appropriate share of expenses incurred by the Representative Body in establishing claims to stock under section 31 and Schedule VII of the Tithe Act, 1936, as authorised by the Governing Body on 1st October 1936.

4.

The parish concerned shall be responsible for the maintenance of the chancel in good repair and for its insurance for full reinstatement value against the risk of destruction by fire.

5.

As a general rule the income only of the fund shall be available for maintenance (as hereinafter defined) and insurance, provided however, that:

(a)
on requisition being made by the Incumbent and Churchwardens within twelve months either of the receipt of the stock by the Representative Body or of the date when these regulations become effective by resolution of the Governing Body, whichever shall be the later date, the portion (if any) of the fund representing the cost of repairs immediately required (as estimated by the Representative Body’s surveyor for the purposes of the claim for compensation under the Tithe Act, 1936) shall be available for such repairs;

(b)
on application being made by the Incumbent and Churchwardens, it shall be within the discretion of the Representative Body to allow such part as it thinks fit of the capital fund to be expended upon the maintenance of the chancel, provided the Representative Body is satisfied that there are special circumstances which would justify such expenditure.

6.

For the purposes of these rules maintenance shall mean the maintenance in good repair of the structure of the chancel (for example the walls, floor, roof and roof-covering, gutters, down-pipes, drains and catch-pits) and shall not include fittings, furniture, monuments, stained glass windows and decorations such as mural and roof decorations.

7.

If the Archdeacon of the archdeaconry in which the parish is situated reports to the Representative Body that the parish has neglected to carry out repairs urgently needed, the Representative Body shall have power to undertake the execution of such repairs as they consider necessary and the cost thereof shall be charged against the fund.  Before ordering such work to be done the Representative Body shall give to the parish reasonable notice of their intention.

8.

(1)
Requisitions for payments from the fund shall be in writing addressed to the Secretary of the Representative Body and signed by the Incumbent and Churchwardens.

(2)
Requisitions in respect of expenditure upon maintenance shall be accompanied by an architect’s certificate and/or tradesmen’s accounts with a certificate of the Incumbent and Churchwardens stating that the accounts are correct and the work has been completed to their satisfaction.

(3)
Requisitions in respect of expenditure upon fire insurance premiums shall be accompanied by the Insurance Company’s receipt for the payment.

9.

If the Representative Body be informed in writing by the Bishop of the diocese that a church, in respect of which a Chancel Repair Fund is held by the Representative Body, has fallen into a derelict state and is no longer used for divine worship, such fund shall be thereafter treated as a Chancel Repair Fund for such church as shall be named by the Bishop of the diocese situated either in the same parish as the derelict church or in a parish with which the aforesaid parish has been grouped or amalgamated.

10.

The Representative Body may delegate its powers and duties under these rules to a committee with power to act.

11.

Nothing in these rules shall affect the provisions of section 26 of chapter III of the Constitution. 

