Constitution of Diocesan Churches and Pastoral Committees


CONSTITUTION OF DIOCESAN CHURCHES

 AND PASTORAL COMMITTEES

1.

In each diocese there shall be established a Diocesan Churches Committee which shall be known as  (name of diocese concerned) Diocesan Churches and Pastoral Committee.

Membership

2.

The Committee shall consist of 

(a)
the archdeacons of the diocese; 

(b)
the chairman or vice-chairman (if any) of the Diocesan Board of Finance;

(c)
the chairman of the Diocesan Advisory Committee or another member nominated by him;

(d)
three members elected by the Diocesan Conference from its own members; and 

(e)
three members appointed by the Diocesan Bishop.

3.

The members elected by the Diocesan Conference and the members appointed by the Diocesan Bishop shall hold office for six years and shall be eligible for re-election without limit on the number of terms served;  provided that the membership of a cleric shall cease on the seventieth anniversary of his or her birthday and that of a lay member on the seventy-fifth anniversary of his or her birthday.

4.

When a casual vacancy occurs among the elected members the Diocesan Bishop shall, after consultation with the Standing Committee of the Diocesan Conference, appoint a member of the Diocesan Conference to fill the vacancy.  Such person shall hold office only for the unexpired period of the term of office of the person in whose place he or she shall have been appointed.

5.

The Committee may appoint suitably qualified persons to act as consultants.

Chairman
6.

(1)
The chairman shall be appointed from the members by the Diocesan Bishop and shall hold office for three years.

(2)
 The Chairman shall be eligible for re-appointment without limit on the number of terms served.  

(3)
In the Chairman’s absence the other members present shall elect a chairman for the meeting.

Sub-Committees

7.

The Committee shall have power to appoint such sub-committees.

Quorum
8.

The quorum of the Committee and of any sub-committee shall be one half of the number of its members.

Procedure
9.

The Committee shall meet at least twice in each year and shall otherwise decide its own procedure.

Secretary
10.

The Committee shall appoint a secretary who shall not be a member of the Committee.

Functions of the Committee

11.

The Committee shall

(a)
keep under review the pastoral need for the church buildings in the diocese and advise the Diocesan Bishop and the Diocesan Conference accordingly;

(b)
administer the scheme for the quinquennial inspection of Churches required by the Constitution;

(c)
carry out the functions required of it under the Redundant Churches Regulations;

(d)
advise the Diocesan Board of Finance and any other body or person having disposable funds upon the disbursement of grants and loans for any purpose connected with church buildings, their curtilages and contents;

(e)
give effect to any other provisions relating to the care of Churches as may from time to time be set out in a Schedule hereto;

(f)
consider matters referred to it by the Diocesan Advisory Committee, and seek its advice when appropriate; and

(g)
carry out such other duties as may properly be required of it by the Diocesan Conference.
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