GOVERNING BODY MEETING

14  & 15 April 2010
QUESTION TIME

1.

The Very Reverend Christopher Potter (Diocese of St Asaph)

 At the November meeting of the St. Asaph Deanery Chapter the members discussed the decision of the Church in Wales to use E.I.G. as its insurance provider, in spite of the fact that it isn't the cheapest option. It was noted that Cooperative Insurance was one of the three companies that had offered quotations, but was side-stepped in favour of E.I.G.  As the Church in Wales seeks to operate a Fairtrade policy it was asked how side-stepping a company which is so well-known for its Fairtrade policy could be justified?


2.
Mr Nigel King (Diocese of Swansea & Brecon)

 It is possible for complaints to be made about a cleric purely for the purpose of causing distress and hurt and the Bishop is bound to investigate these.  At the moment, such complaints will, almost certainly, be successful in their aim. Even if they are totally unfounded, they will create alarm and worry until the matter is settled.  They may well erode confidence and channel energy into negative, defensive activity instead of positive ministry.  In this way, the complainant, with neither livelihood nor ministry at stake, has achieved his or her aim whatever the outcome. 
 
Given that lay people are governed by the Constitution of the Church in Wales just as much as Clergy; and given that it is possible for someone on the Electoral Roll who never, ever, attends Church to petition the Bishop with complaints… how can we support Clergy who are the object of such complaints as these until proper investigation is complete?  And what sanctions are available against those who make complaints purely for the purpose of causing distress and hurt?
3.
The Venerable Malcolm Squires, (Archdeacon of Wrexham, Diocese of St Asaph)

From discussions with the clergy in the diocese of St Asaph, there would appear to be a lack of understanding generally with the Church in Wales about liturgical publications - what liturgical material is available, how it might be accessed, and the process by which it is produced.

 

What steps are being taken to inform parishes about the liturgical publications stock and other resources available, and to ensure that it is easily accessible (and available to download) online?

 

How is information about the liturgical revision/production process communicated to church members more generally?

 
4.
The Reverend Canon Andrew Knight (Diocese of Swansea & Brecon)
Given that the Anglican Communion is no longer united, (and that Governing Body members may have some sympathy with those in North America who believe what we believe, but are being forced out of their Province):

Are there ways in which Church in Wales members can support Archbishop Rowan in seeking both to maintain the unity of Anglican Christians and also the faith and life we have held and hold?







